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11. Introductions—Principal W. R. Banks. 
12. Song. 
Inaugural Program, College Chapel, May 20, 1920, 
3:00 p.m.—Mr. G. W. Buchanan, Marshall of the Day— 
Dean H. W. Greene, Master of Ceremonies. 
1. Procession Band 
Order of Procession: (a) Principal of the College 
(b) Speakers (c) President and Board of Di­
rectors (d) Delegates: Universities, Colleges and 
Principals of Schools; Educational, Industrial 
and Fraternal Organizations (e) The Faculties 
(f) Candidates for Graduation (g) The Alumni. 
2. Music « Piano Voluntary 
3. Invocation Prof. J. M. Alexander 
4. Deep River Glee Club 
5. Presentation Address .., Hon. H. C. 
Schumacher, Chairman of Prairie View Committee 
6. Inaugural Address Prof. W. R. Banks,Principal 
7. Music. 
8. Address of Congratulations and Awarding De­
grees Dr. T. O. Walton, President 
A. and M. System of Colleges. 
9. Music. 
10. Benediction. 
REDUCED RATES TO PRAIRIE VIEW STATE 
COLLEGE ON ACCOUNT OF SUMMER 
SCHOOL—JUNE 3 TO JULY 27 
Southern Pacific Lines have authorized reduced 
rates, one and one-half fare "to the Summer School at 
Prairie View this year. Efforts will be made to get 
other lines to gi-ant similar rates. This is on condi­
tion that 1,000 come via train. In order to show our 
appreciation for this unusual courtesy, I am asking 
that you come by train and get your friends to do 
likewise. 
This is a great saving for the teachers. Leave 
your cars at home and take the train. Inquire of your 
ticket agent on or by May 1, regarding reduced rates 
to Prairie View on the account of the Summer School. 
Yours Truly. 
W. R. Banks, Principal. 
MISS JULIA C. KASME1ER 
In official capacity as Educational Secretary of the 
State Board of Nurse Examiners, Miss Julia C. Kas­
meier made an inspection of the college hospital and of 
the work being done by the school of nursing educa­
tion. 
Through Mrs. M. S. Brannon, superintendent of 
nursing education, Miss Kasmeier obtained detailed in­
formation as to the facilities as well as the qualifica­
tions of the hospital personnel. Miss Kasmeier said 
she was well pleased, speaking of the college as a whole. 
THE ENROLLMENT 
The enrollment of Prairie View State Normal and 
Industrial College for the regular session closing May 
20, 1929 is 1185. The enrollment for the regular ses­
sion closed May 21, 1928 was 1102. Comparing the 
enrollment for the two years, that of 1928-29 exceeds 
that of 1927-28 by 83. 
In the summer school of 1928, the registrar re­
ports that 1324 students matriculated, representing 
nearly every section of Texas and from several states 
beyond. Adding the enrollments of the regular and 
the summer session of 1927-27 the total annua! enrol­
lment was 2426. 
Applications in the office of the registrar indicate 
that the attendance of the sumnn • school beginning 
June 3, 1929 will equal if not exceed that of the sum­
mer of 1928, thus making the annual enrollment for 
the year 1928-1929 more than 2426 students. 
For lack of housing accommodations; hundreds have 
been denied admittance to the college each year. It is 
conservatively estimated that with adequate facilities, 
the college would have an annually increasing enroll­
ment in excess of 3000 students coming not only from 
all sections of Texas, but from ever" Southern state, 
and from states east and west. 
PROF. LOUIS E. FRY ILLUSTRATES FOR 
"THE COUNTRY GENTLEMAN" 
It may be of interest to the readers of The Stand­
ard to know that Prof. L. E. Fry has made some maga­
zine illustrations for "The Country Gentleman" which 
have caused pleasurable comment from the Editor of 
that nationally known magazine. 
The occasion was this: Mr. H. IS, Withers of the 
Department of Architecture, Vans as State Agricultural 
College, is writing a series of articles for this maga­
zine on the Beautificatioo of Faro: Homes end asked 
Prof. Fry to illustrate one of Aeon wi'teh he did. Be­
low is an extract from the editor's letter to Mr. Wich-
ers about the sketches, which .Mr. Yd.-hers sent Prof. 
Fry to read: 
"I can't tell feu how JMiighb J Mr. Nicholson 
and I were with the plans and d-xvmgs you sub­
mitted with this article. The hca; •:>, is a bit pre­
tentious for farm folks, perhaps, I'M. it is so darn 
good-looking and nicely laid out that we can't help 
but wish our readers to se«- what ivuvy be done with 
a little effort and a little extia mort'ey." 
The article and drawings w'li be, published in an 
early issue of "The Country Gentleman." 
Prof. L* E. Fry is one of the ablest members of 
the faculty of Prairie View State College. He is pro­
fessor of drawing and design at this institution. 
MRS. M. E. V. HUNTER 
On returning from the San Antonio Exposition re­
cently held in that city, Mrs. M. E. V. Hunter expres­
sed great satisfaction with the manner in which the 
exhibits of Prairie View State College were received. 
The exhibits of Prairie View were displayed in 
departments and occupied two rooms on the north side 
of the city auditorium. 
Mrs. Hunter said many citizens including repre­
sentatives of the Texas Legislature made a special visit 
to the exposition and most of them saw the booth for 
Prairie View. "Numbers of them," said Mrs. Hunter, 
"expressed themselves as being well pleased with the 
progress the college is making under the administra­
tion of Principal W. R. Banks. 
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TO '"HE LEGISLATURE OF "RENAS 
Gentlemen: 
Buildan.; end Permanent Estiipwen;,m here­
with sateniL:v g a word regarding the rev "cod schedule 
of Builciir.es, V'• rinaneno Improvement wci ,-alary pro­
gram of Piterm View State College, Prairie View, Tex­
as, for the consideration of the cwsing Special Session 
of the Texas Legislature. It is to be noted that our 
request is calling for an increase over the Board of 
Control's recommendations to the amount of 878,750. 
This situation was brought about because of the desire 
of the Genera! Education Board of New York to aid 
this Institution in securing the necessary facilities for 
the more effective execution of the work here and, in 
consequence, a Conditional Gift of 882,250, was made 
provided the state: of Texas would appropriate S226,-
750, of the proposed 8309,000 schedule for Buildings 
and Improvement. 
The items contributing to the increase are as 
follows: 
lies;; i.a 1 Equipment.—Oi; Sw-tioMr 23, PC,-, pur 
Hospital v s iv'tqheuy destroyed by fire—-building, 
equipment tw.-l sm.pMU :. T'u ; it;.-; of "20.000 would 
provide ieascoabk.- '•qeipmeet; to am';' on our Nurse 
Training TV. 
Arts Buiifift : • zips into I<> Hne.ris.—It is 
very necessary U; I icvcxse the en; .-vut .i i- wed for the 
reason, a careful estV:M.e reveal: that it will 
cost 825,000 u r.a.M- nscsss -:::y A-..!-, res in Con­
verting the Did MoehSiMc Aitx Bubdhig into 16 Class 
Rooms, The 16 reams for glass -. vr% are extremely 
necessary beeans.. many of our M = rooms now are 
used by two teachers and. there are many cases where 
teachers do not have a place to sold classes. 
Class Room Equipment.—In the above 16 class 
rooms averaging- 50 tablet arm-chairs costing S6.25 
eac-h would total 85,000—actual cc-ic 
Library and Equipment.—present Library-
space is in a room 20 ft. x 100 ft. in which the book 
stacks are kept and reading table? for students. Out 
of a student body of 1100, not more than 60 students 
can find room in our Library at cere time, thus making: 
it impossible to prepare class roc-r.i assignments. Be­
sides, the collection of books is growing and there is 
an acute problem of space for books ami reading. The 
rating of the Institution is seriously affected because 
of inadequate Library facilities. 
Girls' Dormitory.— The recent fire here which was 
responsible for the cremation of one student and the 
injury of 10 others, convinces us that these "fire traps" 
we are using for dormitory purposes should be re­
placed by fireproof structures, besides increasing our 
(Continued on second page) 
PRAIRIE VIEW'S EDUCATIONAL POSSIBILITIES 
By Harry W. Greene 
If not to the mere casual observer certainly- to the 
careful student of educational movements is it evi­
dent that Prairie View Normal and Industrial College 
is destined to play a very large part in the education 
of the Negro. The institution is unique and peculiar 
in its work. It is furnishing scientific training in Agri­
culture in response to the needs of a large proportion 
oi the rural population and is equipping in no small 
way the colored boys and girls with usseful trades and 
other practical arts necessary to the making of pro­
ductive citizens in the federation of the state's work. 
As unmistakable signs of the influence of its work 
the largest student group in attendance at any state 
school for Negroes in the country can be found at 
Prairie View. Over 300 students who were eager to 
seek the benefits of its practical training are turned 
away annually by- reason of the lack of housing space 
to serve the demands. Two thousand colored teachers 
in the -state still c-lamor for entrance in the summer 
school largely due to the insistent demands of school 
authorities that they improve their professional status; 
but more than 500 of these must be turned away. The 
institution is in grave need for more buildings and 
equipment. 
Another significant fact about the influence of • 
Prairie View s work can be seen in the way it has at­
tracted wide: spread interest outside of the state. Dr. 
Robert R. Moton, the successor of Booker T. Washing­
ton at Tuskegee upon seeing and observing the work 
at this college declared very enthusiastically that he 
never once thought that Prairie "View was a real rival 
of Tuskegee. Probably Prairie View is the best ex­
ample of how so called higher education can be so 
blended and articulated with practical or industrial edu­
cation as to become noticeably ancillary to each other. 
Its educational policy has been pronounced by educa­
tional experts as at once sane and wholesome and in 
line with the sort of philosophy of education suitable 
to a democratic social order. 
The school has the confidence of the country at 
large and is looked upon as the one- great leader in 
the training of the Negro in the Southwest. The pres­
ent- administration of the College has been lauded by 
men (who know the business of education) for its 
emphasis on all sides of education with no undue ac­
centuation on any one side. A well-rounded, practi­
cal and useful citizen is the objective and outcome of 
the schooling which one receives at Prairie View. The 
General Education Board, founded by- the Rockefeller 
Foundation has recognized and appreciated the work 
of the school by appropriating $100,000, and recently 
ft'-chinned on third page) 
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EXTENSION SERVICE IN AGRICULTURE AND 
HOME ECONOMICS FOR COLORED FARM 
FOLK OF TEXAS 
When the U. S. Government instituted Co-opera­
tive extension work, its main motive was to safeguard 
against a greater consumption of agricultural pro­
ducts than production. There was to be seen a spirit 
of general discontent among farm folk. The young-
people who grew up on the farms were leaving- for 
towns and cities. This discontent was due, in a large 
measure, to crop failures, due to the one ci-op system. 
To overcome this discontent, so rapidly increasing 
among the farming people, it was necessary to prove 
to them by actual demonstrations what could be gained 
from improved methods. 
When Extension service first began among- our 
group in Texas conditions among Negroes on farms 
were for the most part deplorable. Farm work was 
done in a slip-shod manner, the same crops being plant­
ed year after year in the same spot, and cotton and 
corn being the main crops attempted. The few live 
stock found on the farms were poorly cared for and 
were hardly worth their keep. Only a small variety 
of vegetables were grown, these being consumed in the 
fresh state only. 
Among the first things attempted by the early 
extension workers were to encourage crop diversifica­
tion and rotation, improved seeds, better and more live 
stock and poultry, the growing of a greater variety 
of fruits and vegetables in larger quantities, food prep­
aration and preservation, and health and sanitation. 
At present there are forty-six Negroes, including 
supervising agents and clerical help, employed by the 
Government to carry on extension work in Texas. This 
work is carried on in twenty-nine different counties. 
Some of these counties have both a farm and home 
demonstration agent, while others have only a farm 
agent or only a home demonstration agent. 
The good that has been done by these workers can 
be appreciated only by comparing conditions among 
rural people in counties where extension service is 
carried on with conditions in counties that do not have 
the service. 
At least fifty per cent of the homes owned and oc­
cupied by Negroes in counties where there are exten­
sion representatives show some form of improvement. 
This improvement consists of better general upkeep, 
repairing and painting of old homes, addition of rooms, 
windows, doors, etc., and the building outright of strict­
ly modern, spacious dwellings. Better poultry and live 
stock are to be found; diversified crops are now grown; 
feed crops are grown to feed the live stock; more yield 
in all crops is being produced on fewer acres; food stuffs 
are being conserved for winter use; health and sanita­
tion have improved 100 per cent, and untold good along 
many other lines has been done for the farm folk of 
our group through extension Service. In fact, the "Live 
At Home" movement put on by the extension workers 
has become a kind of contagion, and the spirit is being-
caught by the farm people to an appreciable degree. 
Commissioner's Courts, Chambers of Commerce, 
and other public spirited organizations are becoming-
aware of the fact that Extra.-" Service in a county 
is a splendid investment, brnv' returns in the form 
of prosperous, happy, healthy, arid contented citizens, 
who in turn add wealth and prosperity to the county 
fostering the service. There is an increased demand for 
the service, and our hope is to be able to give every 
county in Texas where a suvfien nt number of Negroes 
live to justify the benefit of extension Service, with 
the ultimate aim of raising the standard of living 
among them, thus assuring Vtter citizenship among 
the farm folk of our group in Texas. 
—C. H. Waller, State Leader. 
TO THE LEGISLATURE— 
(Continued from first page) 
dormitory space to meet the steady growth of ths 
school's enrollment. 
Teachers' Cottages.—The practice of teachers here 
and their families in another state is unsound. Em­
ployees cannot bring their families because of a house 
shortage which has existed here for years. Such con­
ditions make it impossible to hire the kind of teachers 
we need because they demand quarters for their fami­
lies. Since we are isolated, we must furnish quarters 
for every employee. 
Teachers.—In 1927 the Bur eau of Education of the 
Department of Interior, Washington, D. C., made a 
survey of Negro Colleges in America. In Volume 1 of 
its report, it was revealed thai; v-e had too many over­
size classes and, in consequent \ our work came in for 
criticism on this fact. In February of this year,' the 
State Department of Education of Texas found classes 
over-crowded, as indicated above, and, in consequence, 
our rating is affected. We are now required to get 
two teachers for each of the Departments of Education, 
English and Science and, this makes six more teachers 
than allowed in the Budget by the Board of Control. 
Unless this is done, the standing of the Institution is 
going to be—as it is now—seriously affected when it 
comes to the standardizing agencies for Educational 
Institutions of this country. 
Teachers' Salaries.—For a number of years Prairie 
View has trained instructors—given them experience— 
for other institutions. A teacher coming here green 
and inexperienced, and just at the time he could be of 
service to us we had to lose him to another school be­
cause of a higher salary. We have lost recently four 
of our strong teachers to Arizona, Louisiana, West Vir­
ginia and Virginia. Consequently, we have had in the 
past an alarming turn-over of teachers here at Prairie 
View which, without a doubt, has materially influ­
enced the character of the work. A study of the sal­
ary scale of the other Neg-ro State Schools and, even 
private schools right here in Texas, we pay a lower 
salai-y. A number of the rural and city schools pay a 
better salary than a good many of our well-prepared 
instructors here get. The strength of an institution is 
found in its teachers. 
Summer School.—As a matter of fact, the enrol­
lment in our Summer School is larger than the Regular 
Session. In order that we might do justice to those 
who come here for study during the summer, we are 
forced to ask that the amount allowed by the Board of 
Control, $10,000 remain. 
If the foregoing essential items are granted, this 
Institution will be in line f01- a better and more ef­
fective type of work; and also we will be in line for 
further favorable considerations by charitable founda­
tions and rating agent ;?s. 
W. R. BANKS, Principal. 
Building and Improve,re nt Schedule for Prairie View-
State College i rairie View, Texas 
Item Name Cost B. of C. 
Recmnds. 
1. Mechanic Arts Bldg. 
and Service $50,000 $50,000 
2. (a) Equipment 15,000 15,000 
3. Equipment, New Hospital.... 20,000 5,000 
4. Converting old Mechanic Arts 
Bldg. into 16 class rooms... 25,000 15,000 
5. (a) Equipment 5,000 3,000 
6. Library Bldg. and Service 
Connection 70,000 
7. (a) Equipment 15,000 
8. Girls' Dormitory and Service 
Connection 80,000 50,000 
9. (a) Equipment 4,000 
10. Deep Wells and Ikmp 10,000 10,000 
11. Teachers' Cottage; 15,000 
Tot;-, Is $309,000 $148,000 
NOTE:—Of the ,.)->ve Total Cost of 
$309,000 if the Legislature appropriates..., $226,750 
The General Educatbn Board commits 
itself to 82,250 
Total m $309,000 
It will, therefore, be necessary to increase the 
amount the Board of Control recommends to the amount 
of $78,750 to carry out the above schedule. 
DR. C. C. SELECMAN PREACHES BACCALAU­
REATE SERMON 
The closing- exercises for the regular session of 
Prairie View State Normal and Industrial College will 
be held in connection with the exercises of inaugura­
tion May 20, 1929, at which time candidates for gradu­
ation will receive their awards. 
Dr. C. C. Selecman, president of Southern Method­
ist University, will preach the Baccalaureate Sermon, 
Sunday May 19. Dr. Selecman is one of the ablest 
educators of the times and the college is fortunate in 
having him deliver the sermon. 
PRAIRIE VIEWS POSSIBILITIES— 
(Continued from first page) 
it has made a conditional g-rant of S85,OO0 provided 
that the state appropriate a certain sum. This we hope 
shall be done so that the work may go forward unen­
cumbered. 
No man now with a modicum of information doubts 
the benefits of education to any people. An ignorant 
people is a burden, not a blessing, to the state. Ig­
norance is an economic waste. But the State makes a 
productive investment when it puts its money in the 
education of all its citizens. Recent studies have shown 
that wherever there is a preponderance of ignorance, 
poverty and shiftlessness insue; and these are the fund­
amental causes of crime and other social maladjust­
ments. A few months ago the North Carolina Bureau 
of Social Research and Statistics informed the country 
that among the criminal Negro for whom data have 
been collected no educated person could be found. Crime 
prospers on ignorance and poverty—boon companions. 
Prairie View is not floundering around and beating the 
ail-. Its educational objective is clearly conceived and 
all of its energies are directed towards the realization 
of this objective. 
But amid all this achievement, Prairie View needs 
badly. It needs because Negro Youth needs. The in­
stitution can do a greater service to the state with a 
larger equipment making possible a larger student 
group, and with more and better teachers who may 
carry on even more effectively the larger program of 
thorough and practical training which the school has 
so carefully outlined. 
Fiftieth Anniversary of Prairie View State Normal and 
Industrial College and the Inauguration of 
the Principal 
Under the auspices of the Alumni and Ex-student 
Association supported by the Board of Directors and 
the faculty, formal exercises commemorating the Fifti­
eth Anniversary and inaugurating Prof. W. R. Banks 
as principal of Prairie View State Normal and Indus­
trial College will be held May 20, 1929. The final com­
mencement exercises will be held on the same date as 
a part of the inaugural program. 
The combined program is as follows: 
Semi-Centennial Anniversary Program, College Chapel 
May 20, 1929, 11:00 a.m.—Mr. O. P. WeWalt, Presi­
dent of the Alumni Association, Presiding. 
1. Music—Orchestra. 
2. Song—National Negro Anthem. 
3. Invocation—Prof. J. C. Me Merries, Chaplain. 
4. Welcome Address—Prof. Napoleon B. Edward, 
Executive Secretary. 
5. Song—Orchestra. 
6. Introduction of Hon. R. D. Evans—Prof. W. L. 
Davis, Secretary Alumni Association. 
7. Address—Hon. R. D. Evans, Attorney-at Law, 
Waco, Texas. 
8. Song—Octette. 
9. Introduction of Dr. E. E. Oberholtzer—Hon. F. 
M. Law, President of Board of Directors. 
10. Address—Dr. E. E. Oberholtzer, Superintend­
ent of Houston Schools, 
